Space Exploration Rubric
Name__________________________________________________________  Date_________  Block_______  
Essential Question:  Should the United States continue to allot funding for space exploration?

The following work should be stapled together prior to Session #65:
Assessment Model, CER, Peer Editing, Rough Draft, and Final Copy (Google Docs)
	
	Exemplary 100%
	Proficient 
86%
	Emerging 
73%
	Not Yet
Demonstrated 60%
	

	Introduction/Thesis
Thesis Statement
Attention Grabber
Background/History
	-Well developed
-Engages the reader/creates an interest 
-Contains background information
-Clear introduction of issue
-Thesis clearly states significant position
	-Creates an interest
-Contains background information
-Clearly states a problem
-Thesis states  position
	-Contains background information but lacks detail
-States a problem
-Writer  position not evident
	-Background information random and unclear
-Thesis statement unclear
-Writer  position not evident
	

	Argumentative Point 1
Topic Sentence
Defends Thesis
Supporting Evidence
Accurate
	-Well developed argumentative points (examples) directly support the thesis.
-Examples are detailed, logical, well thought-out
	-Most argumentative points (examples) are related to the thesis
-Lacks sufficient support or deviates from thesis
	More than one argumentative point (example)
lacks sufficient detail or support
	Most argumentative points (example)
are poorly developed
	

	Argumentative Point 2
Topic Sentence
Defends Thesis
Supporting Evidence
Accurate
	-Well developed
argumentative points (examples) directly support the thesis
-Examples are detailed, logical, well thought-out
	-Most argumentative points (examples) are related to the thesis
-Lacks sufficient support or deviates from thesis
	-More than one argumentative point (example)
lacks sufficient detail or support
	Most argumentative points (example)
are poorly developed
	

	Argumentative Point 3
Topic Sentence
Defends Thesis
Supporting Evidence
Accurate
	-Well developed
argumentative points (Examples) directly support the thesis
-Examples are detailed, logical, well thought-out
	-Most argumentative points (examples) are related to the thesis
-Lacks sufficient support or deviates from thesis
	-More than one argumentative point (example)
lacks sufficient detail or support
	Most argumentative points (example)
are poorly developed
	

	Conclusion
Summarizes,
Re-states point
	Revisits the thesis in a new way that applies the writer’s position universally.
	Summarizes thesis and key points with some new commentary.
	Mirrors introduction too closely, with little or no new commentary on thesis.
	Commentary is not present.  Conclusion does not revisit the thesis or summarize key points.
	

	Total Points
	
	
	
	
	


Assessment:  Create a five paragraph essay defending their thesis statement on the essential question.  
(Formal Grade)
Self Reflection (yellow highlight)

Teacher (pink highlight)
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Attachment N:  Pro Zoos Model (Assessment Prompt #1)
	Highlight or underline specific phrases that are examples of a score point A.

 Hint: look for claims and evidence as well as connections between and among ideas.
	Explain your Reasoning

	INTRODUCTION:

Zoos are good for both animals and people.  Although zoos range in size and feautres, from small city zoos to large wildlife sancturaies, they all have positive features.  Most zoos work hard to create a setting for animals that reflect the natural habitat for these creatures.  In addition, zoos offer protection for animals that are endangered.  Finally, zoos educate the public about various kinds of animals and how people can help protect their environment. Overall, zoos have many benefits and should be supported. 
Zookeepers keep their animals in a variety of different settings and habitats.  Some animals, like elephants and tigers, live in large areas that contain the same kind of features that their natural habitat contain.  For example, some zoos have created specialized “floors” made of sand and clay that are soft like the jungle to protect elephants’ feet.  Similarly, zoos keep their monkeys and apes in very large enclosed areas with plenty of “trees” and swings for the mammals to exercise in.  Overall, animals in zoos live in areas and eat the same kind of food that they do in the wild.
Zoos actually protect animals.  In fact, in some instances living in a zoo is better for animals than living in the wild.  Many zoo animals are actually endangered in the wild and zoos protect these species.  Cheetas, Giant Pandas, and Chimpanzees are all examples of animals that are endangered in nature and need protection.  For example, 100 years ago there were about 100,000 wild tigers but now there are less than 3,000.  Another example is that, in nature, chimpanzee populations have really gone down.  There used to be millions and now there are less than 150,000 because hunters hunt them for their meat.  In the wild there are only between 1,000 and 2,000 Giant Pandas left in the world.  Zoos do not just protect animals, they actually increase their population by breeding them.  Also, zoos have highly qualified veterinarians available.  So if someone finds a sick grizzly bear, for example, they can bring it to a zoo where it will be treated.  Similarly, if an animal becomes orphaned because its mother is killed, the baby can be adopted by the zoo.  In fact, many wild cats such as lions and tigers live longer in captivity than they do in the wild.

Finally, zoos educate people about the value of animals and the need to protect them throughout the world.  It is difficult to understand why an animal is important without at least seeing that animal in an environment that shows where and how it lives in nature.  Also, scientists can study animals more easily in a zoo rather than having to travel all over the world to get information about an animal’s habits.
Some people believe that because zoos can never completely copy an animal’s natural habitat, that means that zoos should be completely outlawed.  But, I think the best way to protect animals and educate people about the world of animals is to build high-quality, safe zoo environments and animal preserves for people to interact with the animal kingdom.  Support your local zoo! 
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Lesson plan format adapted by A Thompson and A Lewis, based on Learning-Focused Strategies. Thompson, M., Thompson, J. (2008)
Attachment P:  Argumentation – Text-Based Writing Organizer

	Argumentation Essay Outline
	Structure
	Notes, Comments, and Ideas

	Introduction
	“Hook”
	

	
	Introduce the issue
	

	
	State your position clearly
	

	
	Transition to the essay body
	

	Body
	Claim/Reason 1
	

	
	Supporting evidence (verifiable facts, statistics, expert testimony, etc.)
	

	
	Supporting evidence (verifiable facts, statistics, expert testimony, etc.)
	

	
	Claim/Reason 2
	

	
	Supporting evidence (verifiable facts, statistics, expert testimony, etc.)
	

	
	Supporting evidence (verifiable facts, statistics, expert testimony, etc.)
	

	
	Claim/Reason 3 (your most powerful argument)
	

	
	Supporting evidence (verifiable facts, statistics, expert testimony, etc.)
	

	
	Supporting evidence (verifiable facts, statistics, expert testimony, etc.)
	

	Conclusion
	Transition to conclusion
	

	
	Restate position
	

	
	Summary of reasons 
	

	
	Clincher (conclude with your opinion or a “call to action”)
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CER (Claim, Evidence, Reasoning) Flow Chart




Peer Editing Conference Record

Writer’s Name __________________________________________
Date ___________

Peer’s Name ____________________________________________
Title of Piece _______________________________________________________________
Step 1  Exchange papers and read the writing of your partner silently for 5 minutes. Make no comments and ask no questions. 
You may silently correct any convention errors you notice at this time. 
Step 2 Ask what he or she needs help with: organization, focus, details, grammar, opening paragraph, conclusion.

Step 3 Write down what peer needs help with and make your suggestions.
My partner needs help with: ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

My suggestions are: ____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Step 4   Go back to your seat and work on the suggestions given.  
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Rebuttal





Claim:








Question:








CLAICLAIM:


a statement that answers a question


a statement that answers a question


can stand alone














REASONING


content you would apply to the claim


scientific laws or theories; a rule that links the claim to the evidence





RAW DATA/EVIDENCE	


observations – color changes, behaviors, smells, odors, textures, etc.


measurements – scale, proportion, quantity


patterns


flows or cycles


data that supports the claim


makes use of scientific vocabulary to explain raw data








Reasoning





Data/Evidence





Reasoning





Reasoning





Data/Evidence





Data/Evidence








